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THE FIRST KENT BRANCH FIXTURE.

THE LOCOMOTIVE CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN.
KENT BRANCH).

GRAVESEND WEST BRANCH BRAKE-VAN TRIP.

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY, 9th & 10th AUGUST.

udBy courtesy of British Railways, Southern Region brake-van trips have
been arranged on the 19,16 freight service from Gravesend West to Swanley on
Wednesday and Thursday, 9th and 10th August, 1967.

Please arrive at Gravesend West by 19.00 and if coming from London you
should travel by 17.04 ex Cannon Street, or 17.41 or 18,06 cx Charing Cross to
Gravesend, If travelling from the Medway Towns travel by 17.53 or 18,21 ex
Gillingham, Gravesend West is only about 4 to 5 minutes walk from Gravesend
station and lies behind the Maidstone and District bus garage. The freight will
call specially at Swanley at 19.52 to set down the party.

A gpecial brake-van will be attached to the train and the fare including
the special brake-ven charge will be 7/=- per head,

For your informetion the regular freight services on the Branch are
scheduled to cease as far as sundries traffic is concerned on and from Monday

14th August, 1967, only leaving the coal traffic and in due course the Branch
will be closed completely.

A special brake-ven permit has been igsued for the trips and it will
not be neceasary to sign Indemnity Forms. I have been made responsible for the
party and an Inspoctor will not be provided.

If you arrive before 19,00 meet in the Terminus Public House (Saloon
Bar) opposite Gravesend West station.

Persons participating Wednesday:-

BURTON. M. BROWNE. H. AlDREWS. M,
STACEY. G. GOFF. A, ANDREMS, P,
COoX. I. ROWLEY. B. PICKERING., M.
GECRGE. M. BANKS, D. POOLE. M.

Persons participating Thursday:-

CRAMP, J. FUGE. W. LONGWORTH,
FIRMINGER, C. GOLDING. C. JENKINS
WILLIAMS, T. CLIFFORD BURTON. M.
NOAKES, A,

I trust you will have an enjoyuable visit,

7th Auguat, 1967, M, BURTON.




- Chatham Observer, December 1 1967

Fans of
steam
trains

dine

HE Kent. branch of the

inaugural dinner at the
Park Hotel Gﬂhngham

Proposing the toast of the|
club, Mr. M. J. Southgate |
(Operating Officer, S.ED.,
Southern  Region, Bntlsh
Railways) emphasised the
happy relationship between
British Rail and the eclub,
and pointed out that, in the
very near future, it would
only be by the efforts of the
enthusiasts’ clubs that the
rising generation would ever
see a steam locomotive work-
ing a train.

Difficultics

Replying, Mr. J. G. Rogers.
president of the L.C.CB.
touched on the' dlmcultxes
brought about by the rapid
extension of diesel and i
trie traction, of arranging
future programmes of steam-
hauled rail tours, but neverthe-
less, there w ulq! be a com-
prehens:ve i of sildh tours‘

and visitors was made in a|
wm.y speech by Bob Ratcliffe,
chairman of the Kent branch, |
mse being made by
Mr. A, Luke (ch—presl nﬂ..
L.C.G.B.). While this
the first dinner held by the
local branch, its success was|
such that no doubt this will
now become a regular annual
event and augment the Tegu- |
lar monthly club evening,




= ot ©/So0/T1)  ‘UBPUBSSIN 90¥ISHI MIS BYY ‘BA10W000]

CAeplad uo weySulll9 19I0H ¥ded 94l JE ‘uielldg 1eal 9 JO gn|J AAIOWN0ID

SSE |0 ulellag 10 afjjeg v

"1044 S1 ojeidaliEy Ay L ‘papiseid ‘O5PIeH 'H I ‘UeUMIEyY ..emm-....s ;
24} J0 Youeaq Jus)f Byl J0 JBuUIp JesnSneul oyl 1€ SIVdIONIHL

A

:.e.mﬂ T3 SOqUIAON “IATO8G() weyiey)




: b C cumirree
2P
Mwenl FEREMUNS -~ IS

ELEPHANrmﬁs,QQ,

w%m

c%e/za

THE LOCOMOTIVE CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN., K=NT BRANCH

INAUGURAL DINNER 17th November, 1967

‘@;_?.‘JW

Cream of Mushroom Soup

i

Roast Potatoes Brussel
Creamed Potatoes Garden P

//ngmw

Fruit Salad & Cream
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Mr. M. J. Southgate:

j "Toasts the L.C.G.B."
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"Bob!" Rateliffe:

"Toasts the
Visitors"




As entertaining as ever:

Dr, P, Ransome-Wallis.
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 Terry keeps track
of the romantic
era of trains

AILWAY enthusiast Mr. Terry Tracey, of Rowland Avenue. Gilling-

ham, is secretary of the Kent branch of the Locomotive Club of
Great Britain. Although the branech has only recently been formed, an
active group has existed for several years.

MR. TERRY TRACEY

“We have 117 mem-
bers from all over Kent
which makes us the
third largesy branch in
the country and, we are
told, the most flourish-
ing,” said Mr. Tracey.

The objects of the club are
to offer faeilities to visit
places of interest and to
encourage members to take
a keen interest in railway
h1story and operation. The
passing of th: steam engine
is lamented and one of the
aims is to keep alive the
memory, romance and mag-
nificence of this era,

Mr. Tracey (20) has been
interested in railways for as
long as he can remember.

His collection includes
engine and station number- |
plates, some very old
guards’ lamps, and a 1923
platform ticket machine,

At the moment he is
building a hedel railway.

And vou'll never ouess— |
he works for British Rail at
Waterloo- arranging special
trains.

(,.’haﬂham c’,"*“%= Deeamber 1 1%7



A TRAINLOAD OF TRIPPERS

—BUT THEY DIDN'T ALIGHT

Periscope, Friday, March 29, 1968,

What's this? A PAS-
SENGER train in Chat
ham Dockyard? Yes, it
happened on - a recent
sunny Sunday in March
and, no doubt, surprised
not a few worthy Sunday
morning workers, Special
trains Have carried Naval
drafts to the harracks
bhefore now but even that
must have been a long
time ago. On hoard on
this occasion were a full
complement of mem-
hers of the Locomotive
Club of Great Britain
among whose numbers are
a few Dockyard employ-
ees. They have a hobhy .
whieh must rival -fshing

_Ege- e enelits it brings

—1Ilong hours away eating
and drinking in good com-
pany! Joking apart, these
men, whe come from ali
walks of life, actually
ENJOY investigating
little-used branch lines
and, to them, the invasion
of the Boeckyard was. bliss
itseli, And they brought
two resiaurant cars in the
six-coach train, Naturally
full security had to be
observed and no pictures
were permitted. The pas-
sengers did not even
alight. |




~ enthusiasts’ schedule inelu-

@ ABOVE:

‘trasts against rubble and

ere sy

" DOWN
STATION

A TRAIN carrying 350 _passengers pulled into Gra-
vesend's old West Street station on Sunday —— the First
to do so since the Station’s closure to passenger traffic
i August, 1953, ] Sl

Eight coaches pulled by !‘—“ ]

a diesel locomotive made a |
stop at West Street (now a
British Rail goods depot)
for about 15 minutes before
moving on to Canterbury,

Tour

The passengers, all mem-
bers of the Locomotive Club
of Great Britain, were on an

involved tour of railway
lines in Kent. f
Other surprises on the

ded a trip along the Isle of
Grain line, no longer used
by passenger services, and
throngh Chatham dockyard.

A British Rail spokesman |
told the “Reporter” this
week: “These are places of
interest for travelling rail
enthusiasts—the little used
or disused lines.”

The modern
diesel-engined _train  con-
overgrown wgefiu on the

platform.




MOTIVE POWER FOR THE ROYAL TRAIN - GILLINGHAM SHEDS.
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rewards
the daily
travellers

LONDON sireets may not be pa\red with gold —
as Dick Whittington was guick to discever — but
when it comes to earning our daily bread the City
is ‘still apparently the most rewarding place.

Mr. Alan Searle This still holds good de.splte the mcu'eased Tai] charges for
: = seasun lickets which comes into force on September 1.

The average increase is 7.5 per cenf, but British Rail
said today details for the Medway Towns still had to be
worked out.

* While the majority of commuters, are prepared o
grumble about the increases; most of ‘them appear willing
to dig @ little deeper in their pockefs to bridge the gap.

As the firsy commiuters dashed through the barrier at
Chatham station last night, an Evening Post reporter and
‘photographer asked tfhem their views. = :
 There were those amoeng them who were seriously think-
ing of finding a job ﬂn;x the Me'd'u{ay ':;gl‘vim But for exeu'y
dissenting voice — there ‘were two still thought it ‘ \ :
womhwli{:ﬁe to commute to Town, - ,  Mrs. Rosemary Warren

A Telex operatoy who didn't like: the extra £1 a month .-
she would have to pay, bointed oug ma:l; ‘she could earm |
twice as much in London as locally. o 5
. Like this youmg womanm, a number people had views, =
bt didm't want their name put to them, The "EVENING POST"

Miss Anma Verrall, a searetaa*y of Birchfields, Walder-
: ‘slade, commutes to Camnon Street. It costs her £10 11s. a 1 c
Mr. lan Gox month, interviews -

: el “We don’t get a seat every moming. We spend most of

journey standing in the eorridor and you can’t use a

firshclass compartment, even if there ig an empty seat,” she The Edibor of the:
sa

“Bay in L mlun still makeg it worthwhile.”

T Mr. Ian or British Rail as a booking L.C.G.B.

| elerk at the Gontmental booking office at Victoria lives in
' Haig  Avenue, Rochester,

“Some of the commuters are despondent,” he said, “But | BULLETIN.
there tsadeﬂcitamdmaomeyhnstobeMnd thoughl ——
think it might be bebter if they found it in oth:

B Rosemary Ann Walren, wood Lane, Gﬂaab—
ham. was waiting with her shopping for her husba.nﬂ to
collect her.

A elerk in an insurance office in London, she said, “The
trouble is you can’t get a job down here with the same
money.”

Then she donned Eher crash helmet and ro-aaed off on the
back of her husband's mofor-cycle.

Alan Searle, of Churchill Avenue, Oi_ha,ﬂrim, a clerk in
the paper trade, was oné of those w!ho didn't think it would
be worthwhile to continue travelling to London,

Before he started going up to bown five mmths ago he

keci in Maidstone.
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BRIDGE TO .

~ Start

=== ]

‘being

made soon

AN odd thing about the
eonstruction of the new
Rochester Bridee being
. built en the site of the
disused railway bridge is
that the ends of the

bridege are about eight
feet above the ground

However, ‘this g a cal-
culated stage jn the build-
injg ‘of a bridge which had
an unasual beginnineg,

Permission was given in
1965 fer a new road bridse
t0 be constructed;  using
the old rallway bmdge for
iemporarv stupport

Thig- mean; that when
the nsew bridee became self
supporting. the old bridee
would have to be taken
a . and the new bridge
would have to be lowered
into position.

My Johu Green, deputy
resmmt engineer for
bridee’s dtani e:n‘
g-meer. Mr Kennelh
Anderson  said - Jowering
sheuid start soon

“The fivst two piers dre
ready for lowering now,
and the whole job should
be finished in about taree
weeks”, he said.

Work on the approaci
roads stasted earlier ‘this
month.

The railway viaducts are
to be dembolished There is
to be a new road en an
embankment with two
approach strands on  the
Strood side, and a road on
an embankment with a re-
taining wall on the Roch-
ester side.

On the Strood side there

is to be a sabway opposite

the old railway station and
on the Rochester side a
subway -on the line of
Horsewash Lane.

Work on the bridze is
.expected to be finished by
next July and the roads
by November next year.

Total cost for the work
is expected to be £526.000,
of which £‘388 000 will be
paid b,):r[‘ the Rochester
Bridge Trust

L.C. &."'D.
ROCHESTER

BRIDGE.

Evening Post, August 20, 1§68m
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lines . . .
for 30

years

THE "EVENING POST"

"STEAM MARATHON™

Right: How it started.

Belows:
Then continued:

On the
right
line now?

APTER writing that Kent
had jeen on the right lines
for 30 years since eleclwify-
ing its railways, an ex-frain.
ériver eanie into the office to
tell me that steam frains
ccmld be seen in Kent up to

Eeteﬂsmermmectm
before the war,'mhe
adsded that he dmve 5
irains down the

coash from V
day oatmewezkl'
hese

On the right

THE grand old
days of steam are
aver. R

Last week hun-
dreds of rail enthusi-
asts bought expensive
tickets to ride on
British Rail’s  last
steam service from
Liverpool te Carlisle
and back before the
iron horses leave our
tracks for ever.

Bul to Kent people,
steam - drawn trains

already seem strangely
quaint and old-fashion-
ed.

The last seérvice of that
kind leit the Medway Towns
in 1939 when the elec
cation of the line between
Swanley and Gilling

was cogmleteﬁ The subur-
Jban line had been complet-
ed many years hefore.

The days of steam in this
areq reallly belong to the
archives the privately
owned Sout.h Eastern and
Chatham Raﬂway i
Was fmmded in 1899

.Ileavy

glclmd and efficient
htﬂe v it was onee de-
scribed as  “one the
smartest, best-run and most
punciual railways in the
whele kingdom.”

During the First World
Z:Varzthoreahdavspam
lauﬂonandmem.st. :

The S.ECR. finished in
1923mmgm 4

way ¢ the 1921
Haglmy At by
Electrification in  the
south was well under way
by then but work on %e
line was e
last 0 carried out. It
anned in 1935 and |
elec of 117 miles -
of was completed four




Any advances on 1959?

S

THE railway saga continues. During the past week
I have written fwo stories about the history of steam
engines in Kent. 2

On the firsy, story I was quickly corrected by a reader
who said steam- ‘engines could be seen in Kent up to 1957
and not earlier as I had reported. We published a second
story as a correction,

This subsequent piece.led Mr. Doug Barrow, of Longley
Road, Rochester, to come steaming into my office to point

® Doug Barrow’s pie-
ture of the ‘Kentish
Belle, steaming
through Rainham, in

1958

?3;;9 that there were steam engines running as late as
Indeed he brought photographs which he took in 1958
The one we publish here is of the Kentish Belle of th
gm%-g%rm«:lw class steaming through Rainham on August
Any more for me more? Or can we blow the whistle
on this one? 2 ;

Followed by:

Is this
the end
of the
line? |

Chuffers
were
still
running
in 1962

THE last steam-hauled

nignts passenger ftrain to run
STILL the saga of on the South Eastern
steam _ trains in Kent A member was on February 25, 1962

goes on. The Evening
Post reported last week
that steam frains eould
be seen in the country
up to 1957. Another
reader said 1958, and
another raflway enthu-
-siast 1959.

Now Mr, Philip Tyrrels, of
CarTltonAvenie;
Gi m, has called inte
the office to say a “battle
of Britain” class steam
engine  was seen at
‘Rochester in = November
1960.

And - the - last steam
locomotive, he added, seen
in the Medway Towng was
a children's special Olympia
Strood in  January

from
O hpelthic pute the
mw@ :r-igh&_l ! B

—much iater than 1859
whiech you stated in your
article on Tuesday.

The train was an “en- |
thusiasts' special’.

It travelled a number
of different routes in
Kent. It started from Vie-
toria to Dover via Chat-
ham. The engine was a
class N15 Lord Nelson
4-6-0 MNo. 30782 “Sir
Brian’. 2

D. H. SMITH,
26, Wykeham _ Street,
Strood. e :
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~ ahout
.~ steam

3

Now ;the
true facts

«..Then: Another Member msakes a contributi

—_—
i
|

THE saga of the Tast

days of steam in Kent
continues!

Now we have details of
the steam age from W.E.
Fuge, treasurer of the
Kent_branch, The Loco-
‘motive Club of Great
Britain.

The final day of steam
traction was on Sunday,
June 14 1959, and full elec-
trified services with new
Kent Coast CEP stock,
started on the Monday.

Empty steam stock and
light engines being worked
back to London on subse-
quent days.

For some years before fo
the end of steam, Standard
Class  “5"s  4-6-2,  “West
Countries” and “Batile of
Britains”, and 4-4-0
“gchools”  provided the
backbone of the motive
power, and were stabled

£ Stewarts Lane, London.

Other M.P.D.s (“Sheds™)
were at Gillimgham, Fav-
erchany, Dover dnd Rams-
gate,

A previous —conuributor
has sugsested that the ser-
vice wis run with “engines
borrowed = from obher
regions”. but this was not
80, and it was very unusual
to see “foreign” motive
power, although at- one
fime two “Britannias” were
used on Boat trains, and
sometimes seen loeally at
weekends. ;

The picture is of 4
“Schools” type loco hauling
what was: perhaps the last
irain  from Ramsgate to
reach Victoria in daylight
on the final day.

Olls

"In conclusion'.

STEAM—

THE END

OF - THE
LINE

WITH reference to the
recent ‘correspondence in
j:he Evening Post regard-
ing the last steam tralns
in Kent the facts are
stiil incerrect.

The last steam ftrain
run over the Chatham route
wis in June 1959, :

The official date of the ter-
mination of steam locomo-
tion on the ‘South Eastern
line was June 1962, although
electric.seryvices did run over
that route prior fo that date
owing to enzineering work
being completed well” ahead
of schedule.” = ' -
T e Ay
“N15" class is a King Artha.

STEPHEN BECK (15), |

5, Bankside, Chatham.
This

" This correspondence is |
“~w glosed ., , i =

0
p s




20 September 1968

‘Chatham Rochester &
Gillingham News '

' PAGING
MR. DAVID
HOWLETT

SOMEWHERE in Gillingham
lives a Mr. David Howlett, and
he is the Publicity Officer of
the British Locomotive Club.
Another Mr. David Howlett
lives in Chester Road, Gilling-
ham and he is anxious to trace
his namesake — simply be-
cause he doesn’t want any more
correspondence abowt railways
sent to him. ‘

RecentlyMr. H. Wood of West-
minster Drive, London saw
a letter . about Railway trans-
?rort 1}\1&1- the ;lga.l]y Teleg;aplrﬁ’ : - g v R i |1

om Mr. Dav owlett of Gill- | 5
ingham, Mr. W‘fgd, a collector ‘ / 27 September 1968
of photographs of elderly steam
engines, wanted to add a pie- |
ture of the Flying Scot to his R L, T e R o e
collection and wrote to this Mr. ‘

. Howlett for assistance. The
letter found Mr. Howlett at
Chester Road and has so far got
no.further. He would like an ex- |

“'planation of the misake and Mr.
Wood is still awaiting his Fly- |
ing Scot photograph. Can any
reader even perhaps the other
Mr. Howlett, throw some light
,on this matter?

‘News” get
their man

Chatham MNews at your
servicel At least, at the serv-
ice of Mr. David G. Howlett, -
of Chester Road, Gillingham.

Mr. H. Wood, of London
wrote to Mr. Howlett, believ-
ing him to be the publicity
officer of the I..ocorm‘ive[
Ciub, Great Britain, asking:
for photographs of the Flying |
Scotsman. But, by a strange’
coincidence, there are two
David G. Howletts living in
Gillingham, and Mr. Wood'
happened to pick the wrong
one.

An article in last week's:
Newsman's Diary, asking
where the right Mr. Howlett
was, prompted Mr. Huge, .
local treasurer of the club, to
telephone us. ! :

He told us that the elusive
publicity officer Mr. Howlett '
lives at Shakespeare Road,
Gillingham. Perhaps that
clears up a mystery for you,:
David, at Chester Road.
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Kent Messenger, November 22 1968

Locomotive
club fans

dine at
~ Chatham

RAILWAY enthusiasts
from all over Kent met at
the Paddook restaurant,
Chatham, on Friday, for
the annual dinner of the
Kent branch of  the
Locomotive Club of Great
Britain.

‘Replying to a toast to the
club, Mr. J. €. Rogers,
presid_ent, emphasised the
changing aspect of British:
Rail and the club. But he
stressed that despite these
changes, membership was
keeping up and a growing
interest was being shown in
modern forms of traction
and developments in
rallway running and
installation, He went on to
report that the Kent
branch had had a most
sucoessful year, thanks to
the  support of fooal
mambers.

Other  guests at the
dinner included: Mr. R. L,
Rateliffe, branch chairman;
Mr. J. F. Oxley, of Southern
Region, British Rail; and
Mr. H. A, P. Browne, who
proposed a toast to the
“1LB.G.B,"

—,




'SPNELQN. TTME! 1968 DINNER.

Hubert Browne -

"THE L.C.G.BY

The President,
(Mr. J.C.Rogers)
Replies.




"The Ladies and Guests”,

by the Kent Branch

Chairman.

The Reply was by:

Mr. J.F.Oxley,

British Rail,
Southern Region.

(Here seen on Chairman's
Right)



"AFTER DIUNNERY

Members Get Torether.




Chatham, Rochester & Gillingham News, 7 Mar. 1969

Pictured outside Rochester Baptisi Church where they were married on Saturday are Mr.

Terence Tracey, of Rowland Avenue, Gillingham, and Miss Patricia Barnes, of Weston Road,
Strood. R. 920.




Railway
h_ o b
enthusiasts
‘dinner
THE LOCOMOTIVE
CLUB of Great Britain
were hosts to Bowaters
al a special dinner at
the George- Hotel
recently

5

The elub gave the dinner
in appreciation of the ges-
ture of Bowaters in the
handing over on 4 October
of the light railway that
_runs between Kemsley and
Sittingbourne.

This line, together with
six locos and a considerable
‘amount of rolling stock will
be leased to the club for the
benefit of railway en-
thusiasts by Bowaters.

Special guests at the
dinner were Mr. T, H.
‘Wilding, Bowaters’ mill di-
rector, Mr. J. C. Rogers,
Presidents of the Locomo- |
tive Club of Great Britain, |
Mr. Robin Leigh -Pemberton, |
owner of a local numature
railway, together with
senior officials of the two_
mills and the club.

i |
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.a smal |
STEAM returns to Sit-’
tinghourne next year.

For the first time since
steam services were with-
drawn from the main rail-
way line through the town,
the public will have the

chance to fravel on & steam-
pulled train next HEagler.

The Bowaters’ Sitling-
bourne to Kemsley na.rmw
gauge  railway

opened up. by t.he. Luco—
got.ive club of Great Bri-

in.

Every weekend, up to 50
members of the club frem
Southern England visit the
two-mile stretch to help pre-

are the railway for its pub-

ic opening in the spring

3 RENTED

! Publiclty omeer 51728 e A
Radeliff said: “At first we
will be open every weekend.”

The railway has a 2ft, 6in.
gauge and five steam Joco-
motives. One is more than
60 years old.

b ThB% I:ge ish i&ﬂi uwr;éng

y waters, but is ren

to the club.

nain work of the
centrats :




ADDITIONS To0o 8TOLCK

CLASS.

NAME,

ALLOCATED TO:

Ex., Works.

Rateliffe.

"Andrew!.

York Ave., Rochester. |

1Bt| NO’V. b 1%7.




AMALGAMATTONS,

Between.

And.

Agreement Signed.

Date.

Colin, Grimwood.

Christine, Norris.

St.Margaret's,
Rainham,

20th. July.1968.




